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ABOUT NUS GLOBAL ASIA INSTITUTE (NUS-GAI) 
The NUS Global Asia Institute (NUS-GAI) aims to take the lead in research and scholarship 
directed at topics pivotal to Asia’s future. Driven by the mission to provide in-depth insights 
to shape the nature of 21st Century Asia, the NUS Global Asia Institute will take a holistic 
approach to the fundamental issues confronting Asia and the world. By focusing on integrative 
studies, the work of the Institute will go beyond public policies and also deal with matters of 
technological importance. The Institute will complement existing NUS program that already 
have a significant Asian component.

The NUS Global Asia Institute, an initiative of NUS President Professor Tan Chorh Chuan, will 
bring together existing expertise from NUS and other universities, particularly those with 
expertise in India and China, in its quest to solve the critical issues within Asia.

Through NUS-GAI’s work, NUS expects to become a pre-eminent centre for thought-
leadership, research and education on critical issues for Asia, distinguishing it as a leading 
global university centered in Asia.

ABOUT NUS INITIATIVE TO IMPROVE HEALTH IN ASIA
(NIHA)

     

NIHA, an integrative initiative set up to improve public health and healthcare delivery in Asia, 
was made possible with a funding of S$17 million over 10 years from the GSK-EDB Trust Fund, 
which was established as part of the GSK-Singapore 10-year Strategic Roadmap. NIHA focuses 
on three key areas – research, high-level policy forums and leadership programmes – with 
the NIHA Forum being the first of many such initiatives. NIHA is coordinated by the NUS-
GAI, in collaboration with the Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy, Yong Loo Lin School of 
Medicine, and the NUS Business School. 

NIHA has two key objectives :

• To make  a  contribution  to  thinking  and  policy-formulation  in  public  health  and  
health systems development in Asia

• To elevate  Singapore  to  a leading  position  in  healthcare  policy  and  related  research

NIHA will have a high quality portfolio that consists of cutting edge Research, high-level 
Forums and Leadership Programs. The cutting-edge Research and Forums in health policy 
will provide greater insights that can be used to develop the Leadership Programme. The 
Leadership Programme will train a talented pool of professionals in the field and enhance 
the capabilities and competencies of regulators and healthcare policymakers.
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NiHA reSeArcH GrANtS

NIHA will facilitate highly multi-disciplinary collaborative policy research by experts in the 
healthcare field. It will integrate and leverage on the full range of expertise within and 
outside NUS, in particular the Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy, Yong Loo Lin School of 
Medicine, Business School, Duke-NUS Graduate Medical School and other Research Centres of 
Excellence and Faculties in NUS; and the Health Sciences Authority. It will also involve experts 
from within and outside the region as needed. NIHA’s research activities will be driven by a 
5-year rolling medium term research agenda (MTRA). Some of the topics to be covered include 
comparative Health Systems, Healthcare Financing, Health Economics, Integrated Healthcare 
Delivery and Prevention. The research will have a regional orientation and application.

NiHA policy Forum

NIHA will organize regular high-level Forums on health policy. This Forum would be similar to 
the highly successful Singapore International Water Week and the World Cities Summit. NIHA 
proposes to organize an inaugural two-day Forum in November 2010. At this Forum, the first 
5-year MTRA of NIHA will also be finalized.

The objectives of the Forum will be to promote discussions on key health challenges amongst 
key stakeholders and to identify common issues in health policy within an Asian context. The 
Forum will also aim to foster consensus building and partnerships among key policy makers 
in Asian governments and industry. 

NiHA leAderSHip proGrAmme

NIHA will deliver a flagship leadership programme on healthcare policy. The program will 
target emerging leaders from government, parliament, civil service, academia and civil society 
who contribute to health services delivery in the region and influence health policy. With 
a regional orientation, NIHA aims to have a highly relevant, wide-ranging and significant 
impact through its activities that will be multi-disciplinary in nature.

RESEARCH

LEADERSHIP 
PROGRAMFORUM
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NiHA - iNterNAtioNAl AdviSory boArd memberS

Prof. Tan Chorh Chuan
President
National University of Singapore
Singapore

Prof. William R. Schowalter
Senior Advisor
Office of the President
National University of Singapore
Singapore
 
Prof. Harvey V. Fineberg
President
Institute of Medicine
National Academy of Sciences Building 849
Washington DC, U.S.A 

Prof. Paul Zimmet
Director Emeritus & Director International Research
Baker IDI Heart and Diabetes Institute
Melbourne, Australia

Prof. David Heymann
Chairman
Health Protection Agency
London, UK

Prof. Kenneth Warner
Dean and Avedis Donabedian Distinguished University Professor
School of Public Health, University of Michigan
U.S.A

Prof. Chris Henshall
Chair, Health Technology Assessment International Policy Forum 
Health Technology Assessment International
Canada 

Prof. Walter Willet
Chair of the Department of Nutritional Epidemiology
Harvard School of Public Health
Boston, Massachusetts, U.S.A

Prof. Yeoh Eng Kiong
Professor of Public Health, School of Public Health and Primary Care
Director, Centre for Systems for Health, Hong Kong Chinese University
Hong Kong, SAR, China
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iNAuGurAl Forum proGrAmme

Day 1 
MONDAY 29 November 2010

9:00 - 10:00 am

10:10 – 10:30 am

10:30 – 12:00 noon

12:00 – 1:15 pm

1:15 - 1:30 pm

2:30 – 3:00 pm

1:30 – 2:30 pm

10:00 am

International Advisory Board / 
Speaker Meeting

Opening remarks by Prof. Tan Chorh Chuan, 
NUS President

Dialogue Session on Healthcare Policy Issues 
in Asia with Mr. Khaw Boon Wan, Minister for 
Health, Singapore (invited guests only)

Lunch

Welcome Ceremony
Prof. Seetharam Kallidaikurichi E., Director, 
Global Asia Institute, NUS

PLENARY SESSION: OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
HEALTHCARE POLICY RESEARCH IN ASIA (I)
Dr. Margaret Hamburg, Commissioner, Food 
and Drug Administration U.S
Topic: Role of Regulatory Science in Improving 
Health Care for All

PLENARY SESSION: HEALTHCARE POLICY 
CHALLENGES IN ASIA
Chaired by Prof. Seetharam Kallidaikurichi E., 
Director, Global Asia Institute, NUS

Prof. Paul Zimmet, Director Emeritus & 
Director International Research, Baker IDI 
Heart and Diabetes Institute, Melbourne, 
Australia
Topic: Non-communicable Diseases –  
The Underappreciated Burden in Asia

Prof. David Heymann, Chairman, Health 
Protection Agency, United Kingdom
Topic: Emerging Pandemics – Need to Shift from 
Response to Prevention

Prof. Tan Chorh Chuan, NUS President 
receives Mr. Khaw Boon Wan

NUS President’s 
Meeting Room, 
Level 6

Vista, Level 7

Nexus, Level 6

Vista, Level 7
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L303, Level 3
L304, Level 3
T401, Level 4
BOT Room, Level 6

Vista, Level 7

Lobby, Level 1

Ballroom,  
The Grand Hyatt

Nexus, Level 6

Vista, Level 7

Day 1  cont’d
MONDAY 29 November 2010

3:00 - 3:15 pm

3:15 - 3:35 pm

3:45 - 5:15 pm

5:25 – 6:00 pm

6:30 pm

7:15 pm

Briefing on Break-out sessions
Prof. Chia Kee Seng, Head,  
Department of Epidemiology and Public Health

Tea Break

Breakout sessions
Chaired by:
Prof. William R. Schowalter, Senior Advisor,  
Office of the President, NUS
Prof. Seetharam Kallidaikurichi E., Director,  
Global Asia Institute, NUS
Dr. Jeremy Lim, Chair,  
SingHealth Centre for Health Services Research
Prof. Chia Kee Seng, Head,  
Department of Epidemiology and Public Health

PLENARY SESSION: INTRODUCTION TO NIHA’S 
RESEARCH AND EDUCATION PROGRAMME

NIHA Leadership Programme
Prof. Ted Marmor, Lead Faculty,  
NIHA Leadership Education Programme,  
Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy

NIHA Research Grant Calls
Prof. Seetharam Kallidaikurichi E., Director,  
Global Asia Institute, NUS

Depart for The Grand Hyatt

NIHA Dinner
NUS-GAI 1st Anniversary Celebration



6

NUS INITIATIVE TO 

IMPROVE HEALTH IN ASIA

Day 2 
TUESDAY 30 November 2010

8:15 – 8:30 am

8:30 – 10:45 am

10:45 – 11:00 am

11:00 – 11:20 am

11:30 - 1:00 pm

Registration

PLENARY SESSION: OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
HEALTHCARE POLICY RESEARCH IN ASIA (II)
Chaired by Prof. Chia Kee Seng, Head,  
Department of Epidemiology and Public Health

Summary of discussion on Day 1
Prof. Seetharam Kallidaikurichi E., Director,  
Global Asia Institute, NUS

Prof. Marc A. Zimmerman, Professor and 
Chair, Health Behavior and Health Education, 
Center for Human Growth and Development, 
Michigan School of Public Health, USA
Topic: Behavior Modification for Health Promotion 
and Disease Prevention

Dr. Jacques Jeugmans, Practice Leader 
(Health), ADB, Philippines
Topic: Role of Regional Networks in Healthcare 
Policy Research

Prof. Yeoh Eng Kiong , Professor of Public 
Health, School of Public Health and Primary 
Care, Director, Centre for Systems for Health, 
Hong Kong Chinese University, Hong Kong
Topic: The Art and Science of Making Healthcare 
Policy Decisions

Dr. Manju Rani, Scientist, WHO Western 
Pacific Regional Office
Topic: Future Directions in Research for Health in 
the Western Pacific region

Briefing on Break-out sessions
Prof. Chia Kee Seng, Head,  
Department of Epidemiology and Public Health

Tea Break

Breakout sessions
Chaired by:
Prof. William R. Schowalter, Senior Advisor,  
Office of the President, NUS
Prof. Seetharam Kallidaikurichi E., Director,  
Global Asia Institute, NUS
Dr. Jeremy Lim, Chair,  
SingHealth Centre for Health Services Research
Prof. Chia Kee Seng, Head,  
Department of Epidemiology and Public Health

Nexus, Level 6

Vista, Level 7

Vista, Level 7

Nexus, Level 6

L303, Level 3
L304, Level 3
T401, Level 4
BOT Room, Level 6
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Nexus, Level 6

Vista, Level 7

BOT Meeting 
Room, Level 6

Day 2  cont’d
TUESDAY 30 November 2010

Day 3
WEDNESDAY 01 December 2010

1:10 - 1:25 pm

8:00 - 9:00 am

1:25 pm

PLENARY CLOSING
Dr. Jeremy Lim, Chair,  
SingHealth Centre for Health Services Research

International Advisory Board Meeting

Lunch

2:00 - 5:00 pm

7:15 pm

International Advisory Board Meeting
NIHA Medium - Term Research Agenda (MTRA)
Chaired by Prof. William R. Schowalter,  
Senior Advisor, Office of the President, NUS

Dinner

BOT Meeting 
Room, Level 6

Straits Kitchen, 
The Grand Hyatt

End of Forum
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Ms. Anand, Priyanka
Research Programme Manager 
Global Asia Institute
NUS, Singapore
gaipa@nus.edu.sg

Prof. Anantharaman, V.
Senior Consultant
Department of Emergency Medicine 
Singapore General Hospital, Singapore
anantharaman@sgh.com.sg

Ms. Armstrong, Janice
GSK, Singapore
janicearmstrong14@yahoo.com.sg

Dr. Babu, B. Ramesh              
Chief of Cardiology & Managing Director
Medwin Hospital                             
Nampally, Hyderabad, India 
rameshbabubyrapaneni@yahoo.co.in

Dr. Bhaskar, Eti
Research Programme Manager
Department of Epidemiology and Public Health
NUS, Singapore
cmebe@nus.edu.sg

Mr. Cesari, Gilles
Regional Director
The International Union Against TB and  
Lung Disease, Singapore
gcesari@theunion.org

Prof. Chia, Kee Seng
Head
Department of Epidemiology and Public Health
NUS, Singapore
kee_seng_chia@nuhs.edu.sg

Prof. Chia, Sin Eng
Associate Professor
Department of Epidemiology and Public Health
NUS, Singapore
ephcse@nus.edu.sg

Dr. Fox, Jeremy William
Director
Centre for Health Policy and Management
NUS, Singapore
medjwf@nus.edu.sg

Dr. Hamburg, Margaret 
Commissioner 
Food and Drug Administration 
U.S.A
mhamburg1@fda.hhs.gov

Prof. Hartigan-Go, Kenneth
Professor
Asian Institute of Management, The Philippines
kenhartigango@hotmail.com

Dr. Haseltine, William A.
President
ACCESS Health International, U.S.A
wahaseltine@email.com

Dr. Heng, Derrick
Director
Epidemiology and Disease Control Division
PHG, MOH, Singapore
derrick_heng@moh.gov.sg

Prof. Heymann, David 
Chairman 
Health Protection Agency
London, UK
david.heymann@hpa.org.uk

Dr. Hjh Rahmah, Hj Mohd Said                            
Director-General of Health Services
Brunei Darussalam
rahmahms@gmail.com

Ms. Jahncke, Elizabeth Alderman
Associate Director
Department of Epidemiology and Public Health
NUS, Singapore
epheaj@nus.edu.sg

Prof. Jamal, A. Rahman A. 
Director
UKM Medical Molecular Biology Institute (UMBI)
Universiti Malaya (UM)
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
rahmani@mail.hukm.ukm.my
rahman1960@gmail.com

Dr. Jeugmans, Jacques 
Practice Leader (Health)
ADB
The Philippines
jjeugmans@adb.org

Prof. Kallidaikurichi, Seetharam K.E
Visiting Professor & Director
Institute of Water Policy
NUS, Singapore
sppske@nus.edu.sg

Prof. Koh, David
Professor
Department of Epidemiology and Public Health
NUS, Singapore
ephkohd@nus.edu.sg

Dr. Kumar, R Krishna 
Consultant in Pediatric Cardiology 
SevenHills Hospital
Mumbai, India
kumar_rk@yahoo.com

Dr. Lai, Allen Yu Hung 
PhD Candidate
Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy
NUS, Singapore
allen@nus.edu.sg

Dr. Le, Quang Cuong                 
Director
Institute of Health Strategy and Policy  
Vietnam
lequangcuong@hotmail.com

Dr. Lee, Chien Earn
Deputy Director
Medical Services (Healthcare Performance Group)
MOH, Singapore
lee_chien_earn@moh.gov.sg

Prof. Lee, Hin Peng
Professor
Department of Epidemiology and Public Health
NUS, Singapore
ephleehp@nus.edu.sg

deleGAteS
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Dr. Lei, Hsien-Hsien
Scientific Advisor and Medical Education Lead
Ogilvy Health, Singapore
hsien.lei@ogilvy.com

Dr. Lim, Jeremy
Chair
SingHealth Centre for Health Services Research 
Singapore
jeremyfylim@yahoo.com.sg

Dr. Lim, Wei-Yen
Research Fellow
Centre for Molecular Epidemiology
NUS, Singapore
wei-yen_lim@nuhs.edu.sg

Prof. Little, Peter
Director
Life Sciences Institute
NUS, Singapore
dprpfrl@nus.edu.sg

Dr. Lo, S. V.                                                                
Director
Strategy and Planning
Hospital Authority 
Hong Kong, SAR, China
losv@ha.org.hk

Dr. Lumpkin, Murray M. 
Deputy Commissioner 
International Programs
U.S. Food and Drug Administration 
U.S.A
murray.lumpkin@fda.hhs.gov

Prof. Luo, Nan
Joint Assistant Professor
Department of Epidemiology and Public Health
NUS, Singapore
ephln@nus.edu.sg

Prof. Marmor, Theodore R.
Professor Emeritus 
Public Policy and Management, and  
Political Science
Yale School of Management
New Haven, U.S.A 
theodore.marmor@yale.edu

Dr. Myint, Win       
Director-General
Department of Health
Myanmar
dg-doh@mptmail.net.mm

Prof. Ng, Peng Keat Daniel
Assistant Professor
Department of Epidemiology and Public Health
NUS, Singapore
ephnpkd@nus.edu.sg

Ms. Ng, Wen Xu 
Centre Director
India (Mumbai Centre) (GO-AP-INDI)
EDB, Singapore
wen_xu_ng@edb.gov.sg

Dr. Okma, Kieke
Adjunct Associate Professor
Wagner School of Public Services
New York University
New York, U.S.A
info@kiekeokma.nl

Ms. Olsson, Claudia
Managing Director
ACCESS Health International Southeast Asia, India
claudia.olsson@accessh.org

Dr. Omkar, Rohini
Research Programme Manager 
Global Asia Institute
NUS, Singapore
rohini_omkar@nus.edu.sg

Mr. Pang, Shane
Manager
Vaccine Development
GSK, Singapore
shane.pang@gsk.com

Dr. Pattnayak, Sanja Samirana
Research Fellow
Global Asia Institute
NUS, Singapore
gaissp@nus.edu.sg

Dr. Phayouphorn, Bouphany 
Senior Officer
Foreign Relations Division
Cabinet
Lao People’s Democratic Republic
phayouphornbouphany@yahoo.com

Prof. Pongpanich, Sathirakorn  
College of Public Health Sciences
Chulalongkorn University
Bangkok, Thailand   
gingsath@yahoo.com
Sathirakorn.p@chula.ac.th

Ms. Quah, Elizabeth
Group Director
Planning
MOH, Singapore
elizabeth_quah@moh.gov.sg

Prof. Raghupathy, Raj
Professor of Immunology
Faculty of Medicine
Kuwait University
Kuwait
raj@hsc.edu.kw 

Ms. Ramchand, Divya
Research Associate
Global Asia Institute
NUS, Singapore
gaidsr@nus.edu.sg

Dr. Rani, Manju            
Scientist
WHO Western Pacific Regional Office
The Philippines
ranim@wpro.who.int

Ms. Ratty, Kavita
Associate Director
Global Asia Institute
NUS, Singapore
kavita@nus.edu.sg

Dr. Rebello, Salome Antonette
Research Associate
Centre for Molecular Epidemiology
NUS, Singapore
cmesalo@nus.edu.sg
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Dr. Saleh, Nordin            
Health Policy Studies and Analysis Division 
Institute for Health Systems Research 
Malaysia
nordin.s@ihsr.gov.my
nordinhsr@yahoo.com

Dr. Sri, Chander
Senior Health Advisor 
World Vision, India
sri_chander@wvi.org

Ms. Tan, Karen
Press Secretary to Minister for Health
MOH, Singapore
karen_tan@moh.gov.sg 

Ms. Tan, Stephanie
Senior Officer
Pharmaceuticals and Biotechnology Unit
EDB, Singapore
stephanie_tan@edb.gov.sg

Prof. Taneepanichskul, Surasak 
Professor and Dean
College of Public Health Sciences
Chulalongkorn University  
Bangkok, Thailand
surasakta@yahoo.com
tsurasak@chula.ac.th

Ms. Teo, Rachel
Senior Officer
Biomedical Sciences
EDB, Singapore
rachel_teo@edb.gov.sg

Prof. Thabrany, Hasbullah 
Professor
Health Policy and Health Financing 
Universitas 
Indonesia
hasbullah.thabrany@yahoo.com 

Prof. Thompson, James Patrick
Senior Associate, Research
DUKE-NUS Graduate Medical School
Singapore
gmsjpt@nus.edu.sg

Dr. Tsang, Thomas                         
Controller
Centre for Health Protection
Hong Kong, SAR, China
cchp@dh.gov.hk

Ms. Vadivelu, Barathi
Management Support Officer
Global Asia Institute
NUS, Singapore
barathi.vadivelu@nus.edu.sg

Dr. Van, Dam Rob Martinus
Joint Associate Professor
Department of Epidemiology and Public Health
NUS, Singapore
ephrmvd@nus.edu.sg

Dr. Villaverde, Mario            
Undersecretary of Health
The Philippines
villaverdemc@gmail.com

Dr. Vonthanak, Saphonn    
Deputy Director  
National Institute of Public Health
Cambodia
vsaphonn@yahoo.com

Mr. Weber, Christophe
Senior Vice President
Area Director Asia Pacific
GSK, Singapore
christophe.p.weber@gsk.com

Ms. Wee, Sharon
Assistant Manager
Department of Epidemiology and Public Health
NUS, Singapore
sharon_wee@nuhs.edu.sg

Prof. Wilder-Smith, Annelies
Associate Professor
Department of Medicine
NUS, Singapore
ephwsa@nus.edu.sg

Ms. William-Sivakumar, Shirley 
Management Support Officer
Global Asia Institute
NUS, Singapore
shirley.williams@nus.edu.sg

Dr. Wong, Chia Song
Senior Lecturer
Department of Epidemiology and Public Health
NUS, Singapore
ephwcs@nus.edu.sg

Prof. Wong, John Eu Li
Dean 
Yong Loo Lin School of Medicine
NUS, Singapore
meddean@nus.edu.sg

Dr. Wong, Yau Chung
Head
Biomedical Sciences
EDB, Singapore
yauchung@edb.gov.sg

Dr. Yang, Hongwei    
Deputy Director 
Health Development Research Center
Ministry of Health, China
yanghw@nhei.cn

Prof. Yeoh, Eng Kiong 
Professor of Public Health, School of Public Health 
and Primary Care
Director, Centre for Systems for Health  
Hong Kong Chinese University
Hong Kong, SAR, China
yeoh_ek@cuhk.edu.hk

Prof. Zimmerman, Marc A.
Professor and Chair 
Health Behavior and Health Education 
Center for Human Growth and Development 
Michigan School of Public Health
U.S.A
marcz@umich.edu

Prof. Zimmet, Paul
Director 
Emeritus & Director International Research
Baker IDI Heart and Diabetes Institute
Melbourne, Australia
paul.zimmet@bakeridi.edu.au

For more inFormation:
Rohini Omkar 
Research Program Manager (NIHA)
rohini_omkar@nus.edu.sg
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