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ABOUT NUS INITIATIVE TO IMPROVE HEALTH IN ASIA 
(NIHA)
NIHA, an integraƟ ve iniƟ aƟ ve set up in 2010 to improve public health and healthcare 
delivery in Asia, was made possible with a funding of S$17 million over 10 years from 
the GSK-EDB Trust Fund, which was established as part of the GSK-Singapore 10-year 
Strategic Roadmap. NIHA focuses on three key areas – research, high-level policy fo-
rums and leadership programmes. NIHA is coordinated by the NUS-GAI, in collaboraƟ on 
with the Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy, the Yong Loo Lin School of Medicine, and 
the NUS Business School.

NIHA has two key objecƟ ves :
• make a contribuƟ on to thinking and policy-formulaƟ on in public health and health    

systems development in Asia
• elevate Singapore to a leading posiƟ on in healthcare policy and related research.

The cuƫ  ng-edge Research and Forums in health policy will provide greater insights that 
have been used to develop the Leadership Programme. The Leadership Programme has 
trained a talented pool of professionals in the fi eld and enhanced the capabiliƟ es and 
competencies of regulators and healthcare policymakers.

ABOUT NUS GLOBAL ASIA INSTITUTE (NUS-GAI)
The NUS Global Asia InsƟ tute (NUS-GAI) takes the lead in research and scholarship di-
rected at topics pivotal to Asia’s future. Driven by the mission to provide in-depth in-
sights to shape the nature of 21st Century Asia, the NUS Global Asia InsƟ tute takes a 
holisƟ c approach to the fundamental issues confronƟ ng Asia and the world. By focusing 
on integraƟ ve studies, the work of the InsƟ tute goes beyond public policies and also 
deal with maƩ ers of technological importance. The InsƟ tute complements exisƟ ng NUS 
programmes with a signifi cant Asian component.

The NUS Global Asia InsƟ tute is an iniƟ aƟ ve of NUS President Professor Tan Chorh 
Chuan. It brings exisƟ ng experƟ se from NUS and other universiƟ es together, parƟ cu-
larly those in India and China, in its quest to solve criƟ cal issues within Asia.

Through NUS-GAI’s work, NUS is one of the centres in Asia for thought-leadership, re-
search and educaƟ on on criƟ cal issues, disƟ nguishing it as a leading global university 
centered in Asia.
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NIHA POLICY FORUM

NIHA organises annual high-level Forums on health policy. In November 2010, NIHA 
hosted the inaugural Forum which was aƩ ended by over 70 parƟ cipants, including 
Director-Generals of health or their representaƟ ves from 10 Asian countries. At this 
Forum, the fi rst 5-year Medium Term Research Agenda for NIHA was discussed and 
fi nalized by the InternaƟ onal Advisory Board using parƟ cipant inputs from the proceed-
ings of the two days. 

In 2011, the NIHA Forum will focus on “CombaƟ ng Chronic Disease in Asia – Gaps and 
InnovaƟ ons”.  The Forum aims to:

• IdenƟ fy most criƟ cal public health issues in Asia
• Share highly innovaƟ ve approaches and soluƟ ons
• Defi ne key gaps in research that would inform policy and acƟ on

The Forum will bring together Directors of Health in the region, Healthcare Policy Aca-
demics, NGO representaƟ ves, and Industry persons so as to foster partnerships among 
key policy makers in Asian governments.
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NIHA LEADERSHIP PROGRAMME

NIHA aims to facilitate collaboraƟ ve policy research by experts in the healthcare fi eld. 
The programme will integrate and leverage on the full range of experƟ se within and 
outside NUS. 

The fi rst call for proposals was announced in January 2011 where a total of 61 propos-
als were received. The proposals represented 17 countries from around the world and 
covered 15 public health topics. Each proposal underwent a rigorous review process 
– fi rst, by a panel of three esteemed NUS faculty, then by the NIHA InternaƟ onal Ad-
visory Board. AŌ er which, 19 proposals were shortlisted to be presented at a research 
workshop held on 21 – 22 June 2011 where they were evaluated by a panel of experts 
based on the following criteria:-

• mulƟ disciplinary nature which addressed medical, economic, social, and ethical is-
sues that infl uenced the way healthcare is organised, fi nanced, managed, and de-
livered

• major health challenges relevant to Asia with regional orientaƟ on and applicaƟ on
• contribuƟ on towards policy formulaƟ on

Finally, a total of 11 research proposals were successfully awarded.  

NIHA RESEARCH GRANTS

The NIHA Leadership Programme (LP) aims to enhance leadership acumen and decision 
making abiliƟ es amongst leaders in the health sector.  ParƟ cipants learn about health 
policy and program design, implementaƟ on and evaluaƟ on, and healthcare leadership 
and management. The LP is a fi rst-of-its-kind, with Asia-centric case studies and fac-
ulty. A disƟ nct and unique programme, it blends tradiƟ onal teaching methods with case 
studies learning and site visits. All parƟ cipants get a chance to work with a faculty men-
tor on a pracƟ cal project. The LP targets emerging leaders from government, civil serv-
ice, and civil society who contribute to health policy and health services delivery in Asia. 

For the October 2011 batch, the composiƟ on of parƟ cipants was about 50% senior 
policy makers and public healthcare leaders from 11 countries in Asia, 25% leaders from 
non-government organisaƟ ons and 25% private sector leaders from pharmacy, health 
delivery systems and equipment from Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Lao PDR, China, 
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Thailand, Hong Kong, Myanmar, Philippines, Vietnam, India, Bangladesh, Malaysia and 
Singapore. Besides various mulƟ disciplinary faculty schools at NUS and the RAND Cor-
poraƟ on, the faculty included David Heymann - Chairman of the Board of the UK Health 
ProtecƟ on Agency (HPA), Patricia Moser of the Asian Development Bank, Professor Chia 
Kee Seng, Dean of the Saw Swee Hock School of Public Health; Mr Loke Wai Chiong, 
Managing Director of Health at KPMG Services Pte Ltd, and Jack Sim, the founder of the 
World Toilet OrganisaƟ on. The key themes addressed in the Leadership Program were: 
leadership and change, healthcare decision making, program and policy implementa-
Ɵ on and stakeholder management. 
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FORUM PROGRAMME

Day 1
Tuesday 1 November 2011
10:00 – 10:30 am Tea Break and RegistraƟ on LoŌ , the Gal-

lery, the Grand 
HyaƩ 

10:30 – 10:45 am Welcome Remarks by Prof Tan Chorh Chuan, 
NUS President

Salon I & II, 
the Gallery

10:45 – 11:00 am Opening Address by Mr Gan Kim Yong, 
Minister of Health

11:00 – 12:00 noon Plenary Lecture: Prof Harvey V Fineberg, 
President, InsƟ tute of Medicine, USA

Chaired by Prof Seetharam Kallidaikurichi E, 
Director, Global Asia InsƟ tute, NUS
Topic: Turning the Tide of Chronic Disease in 
Asia: The Need for InnovaƟ ve SoluƟ ons

12:00 – 1:30 pm Lunch LoŌ , the 
Gallery

1:30 - 3:00 pm PLENARY SESSION: INNOVATIVE 
APPROACHES AND SOLUTIONS

Chaired by Prof Yeoh Khay Guan, Dean, Yong 
Loo Lin School of Medicine, NUS

Salon I & II, 
the Gallery

Prof Harvey V Fineberg, President, InsƟ tute 
of Medicine, USA
Topic: Do I Look Fat? Should we Demonize the 
Determinants?

Prof Walter C WilleƩ , Chair, Department of 
NutriƟ onal Epidemiology, Harvard School of 
Public Health, USA
Topic: NavigaƟ ng Asia’s Food Landscape
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Prof Paul Zimmet, Director Emeritus & 
Director InternaƟ onal Research
Baker IDI Heart and Diabetes InsƟ tute, 
Melbourne, Australia
Topic: Tackling Diabesity

3:00 – 3:30 pm Panel Discussion Salon I & II, 
the Gallery

3:30 – 3:45 pm Tea Break LoŌ , the Gal-
lery

3:45 – 5:00 pm Breakout Sessions Atelier I & II, 
Salon I & II, 
the Gallery

5:00 – 6:00 pm PLENARY SESSION: MODELING AND 
INNOVATION IN HEALTH SYSTEMS

Chaired by Prof William R Schowalter, Senior 
Advisor, Offi  ce of the President, NUS

Salon I & II, 
the Gallery

Prof David B Matchar, Programme Director 
for Health Services & System Research, Duke-
NUS Graduate Medical School
Topic: Case Study: System Dynamics Modeling 
on Health System in Singapore

Dr Jeremy FY Lim, Vice-President
ForƟ s Healthcare Global
Topic: Tangled Web of Health

7:00 pm NIHA Dinner RecepƟ on
Hosted by Mr Joseph P Mullinix
Deputy President, AdministraƟ on
NUS

Lobby, Level 
1 Ballroom 
II, The Grand 
HyaƩ 
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NIHA DINNER PROGRAMME
TUESDAY 1 NOVEMBER 2011

7:00 pm RegistraƟ on and Cocktails Lobby, Level 1 
Ballroom, II The 
Grand HyaƩ 

7:30 pm Performance by Harpist
NUS Centre for the Arts

7:45 pm Welcome Remark by Mr Joseph P Mullinix
Deputy President, AdministraƟ on
NUS, Singapore

7:50 pm Remarks by Ms Janice M Armstrong
Regional Director, Government and Public Aff airs, Asia 
Pacifi c
GlaxoSmithKline, Singapore

7:55 pm Remarks by Mr Kevin Lai
Deputy Director, Biomedical Sciences
Economic Development Board, Singapore

8:00 pm Buff et Dinner Starts

9:00 pm Performance by Harpist
NUS Centre for the Arts

9:15 pm Closing Remarks
Prof Seetharam K E
Director, NUS Global Asia InsƟ tute
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Day 2
Wednesday 2 November 2011
8:30 – 10:00 am PLENARY SESSION: INTEGRATING FOR 

EFFECTIVE PREVENTION

Chaired by Prof Darryl Jarvis, Vice Dean 
(Academic Aff airs), Lee Kuan Yew School of 
Public Policy, NUS

Salon I & II, 
the Gallery

Dr Lee Chien Earn, Deputy Director of Medical 
Services, MOH Singapore
Topic: Whole-of-Government Approach

Prof Kenneth HarƟ gan-Go, ExecuƟ ve 
Director, Zuellig Center for Asian Business 
TransformaƟ on, AIM Center for Development 
Management, Philippines
Topic: Whole-of-Community Approach

Mr Ang Hak Seng, CEO, Health PromoƟ on 
Board, Singapore
Topic: Public – Private Partnership

10:00 - 10:30 am Panel Discussion Salon I & II, 
the Gallery

10:30 – 11:00 am Tea Break LoŌ , the 
Gallery

11:00 – 11:30 am Prof Eric Finkelstein, Deputy Director for 
Health Services & Systems Research, Duke-
NUS Graduate Medical School
Topic: Case Study – Economic IncenƟ ves for 
Lifestyle Modifi caƟ on

Salon I & II, 
the Gallery

11:30 - 12:00 noon PLENARY CLOSING

Prof Chia Kee Seng, Dean, Saw Swee Hock 
School of Public Health, NUS

End of Forum
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Mr Ali, Rehan
Research Programme Manager
Global Asia InsƟ tute
NaƟ onal University of Singapore
Singapore
rehan.ali@nus.edu.sg

Mr Ang, Hak Seng
CEO
Health PromoƟ on Board
Singapore
ANG_Hak_Seng@hpb.gov.sg

Ms Armstrong, Janice M
Regional Director, Government and Public Aff airs, 
Asia Pacifi c
GSK, Singapore
janice.m.armstrong@gsk.com

A/Prof Balasekaran, Govindasamy
Associate Professor
NaƟ onal InsƟ tute of EducaƟ on
Singapore
govindasamy.b@nie.edu.sg

Ms Bhasker, EƟ 
Research Programme Manager
Global Asia InsƟ tute
NaƟ onal University of Singapore
Singapore
gaibe@nus.edu.sg

Dr Bouchon, Axel
Country RepresentaƟ on for Singapore and Brunei
Bayer Healthcare, Singapore
axel.bouchon@bayer.com

Ms Chan, Therese
ExecuƟ ve 
Global Asia InsƟ tute
NaƟ onal University of Singapore
Singapore
therese@nus.edu.sg

Dr Cheung, Lilian
Director, Health PromoƟ on and CommunicaƟ on
Department of NutriƟ on
Harvard School of Public Health
USA
lcheung@hsph.harvard.edu

Prof Chia, Kee Seng
Dean
Saw Swee Hock School of Public Health
NaƟ onal University of Singapore
Singapore
kee_seng_CHIA@nuhs.edu.sg

Dr Cook, Alex Richard
Assistant Professor
Department of StaƟ sƟ cs & Applied Probability
NaƟ onal University of Singapore Singapore
alex.richard.cook@gmail.com

Prof Dunbar, James A
Director, Greater Health
University Dept of Rural Health
Victoria, Australia
director@greaterhealth.org

Ms Fan, Mingxuan
Research Programme Manager
Global Asia InsƟ tute 
NaƟ onal University of Singapore
Singapore
gaifm@nus.edu.sg

Prof Fineberg, Harvey V
President
InsƟ tute of Medicine
USA
fi neberg@nas.edu

A/Prof Finkelstein, Eric
Associate Director,
Health Services and Systems Research, 
Duke-NUS Graduate Medical School
Singapore
eric.fi nkelstein@duke-nus.edu.sg

Prof Hariharan, Govind
Professor, Economics, Finance, QuantaƟ ve Analysis 
and,
ExecuƟ ve Director,
India China America InsƟ tute
College of Business, Kennesaw State University, 
USA
gharihar@kennesaw.edu

Prof HarƟ gan-Go, Kenneth
Professor and ExecuƟ ve Director
Zuellig Center for Asian Business TransformaƟ on
Asian InsƟ tute of Management
The Philippines
KHGo@aim.edu

DELEGATES
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Dr Hartman, Mikael
Assistant Professor
Saw Swee Hock School of Public Health
NaƟ onal University of Singapore Singapore
mikael_hartman@nuhs.edu.sg

Dr Heng, Derrick
Director
Epidemiology and Disease Control
Ministry of Health, Singapore
derrick_heng@moh.gov.sg

Dr Henshall, Chris
Chair
Health Technology Assessement InternaƟ onal
Canada
consulƟ ng@chrishenshall.co.uk

Prof Heymann, David L
Head of the Centre for Global Health Security 
at Chatham House, and Chairman of Health 
ProtecƟ on Agency
UK
David.Heymann@hpa.org.uk

Prof Hui, Stanley Sai-chuen
Professor
Department of Sports Science and PE
The Chinese University of Hong Kong
Hong Kong, SAR, China
hui2162@cuhk.edu.hk

Prof Jarvis, Darryl
Vice Dean, Academic Aff airs
Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy
NaƟ onal University of Singapore
Singapore
darryl.jarvis@nus.edu.sg

Prof Ji, Linong
Dept of Endocrinology and Metabolism
Peking University People’s Hospital
China
jilinong@gmail.com

Prof Kallidaikurichi, Seetharam K E
Director, Global Asia InsƟ tute, and VisiƟ ng 
Professor, InsƟ tute of Water Policy
NaƟ onal University of Singapore
Singapore
keseetharam@nus.edu.sg

Dr Kassim, NorhayaƟ 
Head of Health PromoƟ on Center
Ministry of Health
Brunei Darussalam
norhayaƟ .kassim@moh.gov.bn

Dr Katagiri, Keiko
Senior Social ScienƟ st
InsƟ tute of Gerontology
Nipponkoa Welfare FoundaƟ on
Tokyo, Japan
qzy11242@niŌ y.ne.jp

Mr Kneen, Tim
Senior Vice-President, Business Unit Emerging 
Markets
Asia Pacifi c Merck Serono, Singapore
Ɵ m.kneen@merckserono.net

Mr Lai, Kevin
Deputy Director, Biomedical Sciences
Economic Development Board
Singapore
Kevin_LAI@edb.gov.sg

Dr Lee, Chien Earn
Deputy Director of Medical Services, Healthcare 
Performance Group
Ministry of Health, Singapore
LEE_Chien_Earn@moh.gov.sg

A/Prof Lee, JeanneƩ e Jen-Mai
Associate Professor
Saw Swee Hock School of Public Health
NaƟ onal University of Singapore
Singapore
jeanneƩ e_lee@nus.edu.sg

Dr Lim, Allan
Group Manager, Food Science and InnovaƟ on 
Partnerships
Nestle R&D
Singapore
allan.lim@rdsg.nestle.com

Dr Lim, Jeremy F Y
Vice-President
ForƟ s Healthcare Global, Singapore
jeremyfylim@yahoo.com.sg

Ms Lim, Jane
Manager
Global Asia InsƟ tute
NaƟ onal University of Singapore
Singapore
gailimj@nus.edu.sg

Dr Lim, Wei Yen
Assistant Professor
Saw Swee Hock School of Public Health
NaƟ onal University of Singapore
Singapore
lim_wei_yen@nus.edu.sg
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Dr Liu, Hing Wing
Director of Quality & Safety Division
Hospital Authority
Hong Kong, SAR, China
hwliu@ha.org.hk

Prof Loo, Becky PY
Professor, Department of Geography
The University of Hong Kong
Hong Kong SAR, China
bpyloo@hku.hk

Dr Low, Yen Ling
Clinical ScienƟ st and Lead
AbboƩ  NutriƟ on R&D Asia Pacifi c Center, 
Singapore
yenling.low@abboƩ .com

Prof Matchar, David B
Director
Health Services and System Research
Duke-NUS Graduate Medical School Singapore
dmatchar@gmail.com

Mr Mishra, Alok
Vice President, Strategic MarkeƟ ng and Market 
Access
Johnson & Johnson Medical Asia Pacifi c
Singapore
amishra@its.jnj.com

Mr Muench, Augusto
Regional Director, SEA,
Boehringer-Ingeheim
Singapore
augusto.muench@boehringer-ingelheim.com

Ms Nah, Teresa
Assistant Manager
Global Asia InsƟ tute
NaƟ onal University of Singapore
Singapore
teresa_nah@nus.edu.sg

Dr Omar, Zainal Ariffi  n
Deputy Director, Disease Control Division (Non-
Communicable Disease)
Ministry of Health
Malaysia
dr.zainal@moh.gov.my

Dr Omkar, Rohini
Research Associate
Global Asia InsƟ tute
NaƟ onal University of Singapore
Singapore
rohini_omkar@nus.edu.sg

Mr Pang, Shane
Senior Vaccine Development Manager
GSK, Singapore
shane.pang@gsk.com

Dr Phommasack, Boulay
Deputy Director General
Department of Hygiene and Disease PrevenƟ on
Ministry of Health
Lao PDR
bphommasack@gmail.com

Ms Ramchand, Divya
Research Programme Manager
Global Asia InsƟ tute
NaƟ onal University of Singapore
Singapore
divya.ramchand@nus.edu.sg

Ms RaƩ y, Kavita
Associate Director
Global Asia InsƟ tute
NaƟ onal University of Singapore
Singapore
kavita@nus.edu.sg

Dr Reddy, EV Ramana
Secretary to Government
Health and Family Welfare Department
Karnataka, India
prs-hfw@karnataka.gov.in

Dr Rosell-Ubial, Paulyn Jean
Assistant Secretary
Ministry of Health
The Philippines
paulyn_u@yahoo.com

Prof Schowalter, William R
Senior Advisor, President’s Offi  ce
NaƟ onal University of Singapore
Singapore
uprwrs@nus.edu.sg

Dr Singh, Charanjeet
Director, Research and InnovaƟ on
AbboƩ  NutriƟ on R&D Asia Pacifi c Center
Singapore
charanjeet.singh@abboƩ .com

Dr Srivastava, R K
Director General of Health Services,
Ministry of Health
Government of India
srag25@yahoo.co.in
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Mr Tan, Tommy
Director, Government Aff airs and Policy
GE Healthcare ASEAN
Singapore
tommy.tan@ge.com

Dr Tiptaradol, Siriwat
Deputy Permanent Secretary
Thai Health PromoƟ on FoundaƟ on and Tobacco 
Control Board
Thailand
siriwaƫ  p@gmail.com

Dr Tran, Thi Giang Huong
Director General
InternaƟ onal CooperaƟ on Department
Ministry of Health
Vietnam
trangianghuong2011@gmail.com

Dr Tsang, Thomas
Controller
Centre for Health ProtecƟ on
Department of Health
Hong Kong SAR, China
thomas_tsang@dh.gov.hk

Ms Vadivelu, Barathi
Management Support Offi  cer
Global Asia InsƟ tute
NaƟ onal University of Singapore
Singapore
barathi.vadivelu@nus.edu.sg

Dr Wang, Linhong
Professor, ExecuƟ ve Deputy Director
NaƟ onal Center for Chronic and Non-
communicable Disease Control and PrevenƟ on 
(NCNCD) Chinese Center for Disease Control and 
PrevenƟ on(China CDC)
China
linhong@chinawch.org.cn

Ms Wee, Sharon
Assistant Manager
Department of Epidemiology and Public Health
NaƟ onal University of Singapore
Singapore
sharon_wee@nuhs.edu.sg

Dr White, Lisa
Head of MathemaƟ cal Modelling
Mahidol Oxford Tropical Medicine Research Unit, 
Thailand
lisa@tropmedres.ac

Prof WilleƩ , Walter C
Chair, Department of NutriƟ on
Harvard School of Public Health
USA
wwilleƩ @hsph.harvard.edu

Prof Yang, Hongwei
Deputy Director
China NaƟ onal Health Development Research 
Center
Ministry of Health
China
linhong@chinawch,org,cn

Prof Yeoh, Eng Kiong
Director, Faculty of Medicine
School of Public Health and Primary Care
Faculty of Medicine
The Chinese University of Hong Kong
Hong Kong SAR, China
yeoh_ek@cuhk.edu.hk

Prof Yeoh, Khay Guan
Dean
Yong Loo Lin School of Medicine
NaƟ onal University of Singapore
Singapore
khay_guan_yeoh@nuhs.edu.sg

Dr Yos, Phanita
Deputy Director General for Health
Ministry of Health
The Kingdom of Cambodia
yphanita@gmail.com

Prof Zimmet, Paul
Director Emeritus and
Director, InternaƟ onal Research
Baker IDI Heart and Diabetes InsƟ tute
Australia
paul.zimmet@bakeridi.edu.au
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